St Theresa’s School
Albion

St Theresa’s

Be Safe,
Be Happy,
Be Caring,
Be Ready to
Learn.

Newsletter, March 11th 2021 (Term 1 Week 7)
Congratulations to the students who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation last night. You
were all magnificent!

Ziggi Bacon, Audrey Bulanan, Beau Carroll, Aluk Deng, Macey Donnellon, Lucas Everett,
Annabella Folino, Anthony Huynh, Lennon Mobbs, Noah Monaghan, Indiana Neal,
Georgia Rep, James Rudd and Christian Yang
Lord Jesus we seek forgiveness from you for the wrong
we have done and the good we have failed to do. Give us
the Spirit of love so we can love you more sincerely.
Give us the strength to make others happy and give us
the peace and joy that comes with your forgiveness
Amen

ATTENTION YEAR 5 & 6 PARENTS : ANGLESEA CAMP MEETING
Next Tuesday 16th March at 2.30pm in the Multi-Purpose Room, there will be a meeting outlining all the
details of the upcoming Grade 5 & 6 camp to Anglesea (Term 2 Week 1). The teachers will be available to
answer any questions you may have.

Important Upcoming Event: Learning Walk focusing on Yrs 1-2
Dear Parents, Next Tuesday 16th March between 9 and 10.30am we will be running
a Learning Walk. Please join us if you have a child in Year 1 or 2 or you’re just
interested in taking part. Parents will spend time in the classroom with their own
children, helping them learn and understand how learning occurs in the classroom. This experience is
likely to be very different to your own experience of primary school. Afterwards we will meet with
Marie and Greg along with some classroom teachers to discuss the experience. This will help you
understand how the strategies used in class can be used by you at home with your children. This is a
special opportunity to support your children's learning so that they can perform better at school.
To RSVP please email Marie on marieg@stalbion.catholic.edu.au
or Greg on gwoolford@mogardeer.catholic.edu.au
We’re looking forward to you joining us on our Learning Walk.
Marie Gamwell (Deputy Principal / Student Wellbeing Leader) &
Greg Woolford (Family School Partnerships)

SCHOOL REMINDERS
• ASSEMBLY : Friday at 2.30pm (tomorrow)
Our next assembly will be hosted by our 3/4F students. We will once again video the
assemblies and place it on our school website.

• Year 5/6 Interschool Sport teams play an away game tomorrow (Friday) against Ardeer
South. Good luck!
• Enrolments for 2022 will open next Monday. To be eligible to start school your child must
turn 5 years of age before 30th April 2022. Enrolment forms can be accessed directly from
Trish in the office, by emailing office@stalbion.catholic.edu.au or you can download all
the information from the school website www.stalbion.catholic.edu.au

• Next Friday, 19th March, all classes will be celebrating HARMONY DAY
What is Harmony Day?
Harmony Day is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and the successful integration of
migrants into our community. Australia is one of the most successful multicultural countries in the
world and we should celebrate this and work to maintain it. The message of Harmony Day is
EVERYONE BELONGS. It is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless of
cultural or linguistic background, united by a set of core Australian values.
Did you know?
Nearly half (49 per cent) of Australians were born overseas or have at least one parent who was.
· We identify with over 300 ancestries.
· Since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia.
· 85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia.
· Apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Arabic,
Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Tagalog/Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi.
· More than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia.
And did you know that at St Theresa’s we have students born in Australia, India, Philippines, China,
Taiwan, USA, Germany, Myanmar and Malaysia and we have 21 different languages spoken at home
deriving from 13 countries.

MORE REMINDERS & OTHER INFORMATION
•

Our very talented dance teacher Dagogo, who has been working with the classes this term, will
finish his time at St Theresa’s in a couple of weeks. As a way to celebrate and make the dances
even better, the students asked if they could wear casual clothes on this day and Rob said YES.
So THURSDAY MARCH 25th will be a CASUAL CLOTHES DAY !!

•

LOST PROPERTY : As you can see we have a mountain of lost and
unnamed school jackets and jumpers taking up space in our sickbay. If
your child has lost their jacket, please check the sickbay first and then
when you find the jacket, write your child’s name on it.

• SCHOOL BLOGS : A great way to keep in touch with what your child is learning at school is via
their class blog. These can be accessed via the school website or directly through these links
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Grade 3/4 D

Grade 4/5 K

Well Being
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Year 6 students representing St Theresa’s School at Brimbank Council
Last Wednesday, four Year Six leaders participated in the Brimbank Council’s
Dynamic Young Leaders Program. The program is designed to promote leadership
skills, civic engagement and participation in the community.
The program has three milestones which the students will work towards:
1. learning about the role of local government in the health and wellbeing of its
community.
2. Learning about how to get involved in Council’s decision making processes.
3. Learning about how to engage Council via a petition, Report It and asking a
question at an ordinary Council meeting.
Annie-Rose, Jack, Ruby and Teddy took part in a Zoom Meeting with students from
primary schools across the city of Brimbank. The meeting was attended by the Mayor
of the City of Brimbank and other councillors along with other representatives of various council departments.
The students were informed about how the council makes decisions and the part the community can play in that
decision making. Even Year Six students have a voice in council. The team will consult with their fellow year 6
leaders over the next few weeks and will present opinions for change to the council at the next meeting.

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL LEARNING REPORT
We recently asked all the students to complete a survey which provided
insights into their social wellbeing development from year 1 to 6. We use this
data to comprehensively review the students’ wellbeing and provide targeted
support and resources, so that individual needs can be met.
The survey gives us comparative data between St Theresa’s and other schools
using the survey (more than 50 schools). Results are reported by year level and
gender however student identity is anonymous.
The survey is divided into 2 sections
1. Feelings & Behaviours : Recognising your emotions and values as well as your strengths and
limitations
2. Internal Strengths : Making friends, working in teams, organisational skills, dealing effectively with
conflict and bullying
Overall, St Theresa’s students ranked higher than other schools in overall social and emotional wellbeing.
In a nutshell, here is a summary of each level’s results.
YEAR 1 & 2
Years 1 and 2 students all like being at school and feel happy, safe and get along with their family and
their teachers. They think that it is important to treat people with respect. They think they are trustworthy
and they know how to make friends and follow rules. They love to learn and are curious about how things
work, using their time wisely and helping others with their work. They persevere at tasks and don’t give up
easily. Sometimes they have trouble describing how they are feeling and some worry about their school
work and what others think about them.
YEAR 3 & 4
Year 3 and 4 students are happy and respectful. They can be trusted and like to help people. They
persevere and are interested to learn, curious to know more and optimistic about the future. They play
fairly and try not to say hurtful things. Their classmates like them. However, some of the students worry
about their school work and what others think of them and they can’t control their nervousness.
Sometimes they feel bad but do not talk to anyone about these feelings.
YEAR 5 & 6
The majority of students feel safe and free of danger. They get along with their family and teachers and
they like who they are and feel good about themselves. They think they behave well and follow the rules.
However, some of the students think they can do better at school and can get worried and nervous about
school work and what people think of them. Some thought that they needed to improve their resilience
and not get hurt so easily. Half of them also feel that they can’t talk to anyone about their problems.
All staff took part in analysing the survey data and are fully aware of the SEL strengths and weaknesses in
each class so consequently, can target their programs to address each student’s needs.
NEW SEL SKILL OF THE MONTH..you might like to
discuss this with your child at home.

GRIT

Grit means sticking to your goals that are hard

Hello to baby EZRA ROMEO, a little brother for
Indigo in 1/2B and her sister Evie to love and spoil.
Ezra arrived very early last Tuesday morning.
Congratulations to Jenny and Jovic. We know that
he will being much happiness to your family.
MAKING PANCAKES…What a fun way to learn!
Two weeks ago, the P/1 students made pancakes at school. The experience was used as a prompt for reading
and writing activities. Lots of fun was had and the pancakes were delicious, just ask Maan, Avanthika, Arya,
Marcel, Kyrone, Aiden, Brian,

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE NEWS
Our fantastic fundraising committee is back and planning some excellent activities and events for 2021…
starting with an Easter Raffle. Keep your eye out for a flyer that will be sent home detailing all the
committee’s plans.
There is always lots to do and the committee would welcome some more members.
So if you want to get involved with helping to raise money for our school, as well as have a lot of fun with a
great group of people, please come along to the next meeting.

