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for Term 2
School will
finish at
1pm.
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STUDENT’S RESPONSES TO COVID19

Last week the year 5/6 students were given the opportunity to depict how they
felt about the changes that have been forced on to us through the COVID virus
and Home Learning. Here are some of their thoughts :
I drew a rainbow because the colours at the start are faded and then it becomes brighter. This
represents how COVID has given me and maybe more people a new appreciation of the people
around us. (Zandy)
The darkness represents the time when we were all unsure……unsure whether it was appropriate
to be happy when others were mourning the loss of loved ones, unsure about commencing on-line
learning. The small problems that occurred in our lives were pushed aside because of the global
pandemic, so although I was upset about camp being cancelled, it was hard to show it without
feeling guilty. The small things that happened that were fun and exciting were again pushed aside
because of the current situation. These are the bursts of colour in the black form and when we were
finally back at school this week, there was a rush of relief represented by the mess of bright colours
and emotions. (Lily)
Our work represents the different emotions going through our minds. Due to the current global
pandemic, this is how we displayed fear sadness, anger and happiness. The lines go up and down
because that’s how you feel on some days and not on others. It’s all confusing which causes chaos
around our world. The zigzag represents the stress we are going through. We wrote the words ‘stay
home’ at the top of the world because that’s how we have to deal the corona. The world on the left
is clean with light colours and bright stars, while on the right side the world is dirty with dark colours
depicting stress. (Achol, Alyssa & Philip)

The rules and regulations that we’ve put in place in order for the staff and students to be as safe as
possible have been working well. Those being :
•
•
•
•
•

From 8.30am onwards, children can be dropped off for school at either the Drummartin St or Adelaide
St gates and they move straight to their classrooms.
No parents congregating at the drop off zones. Social distancing must be strictly adhered to.
Recess & Lunchtimes for P-2 are normal 11-11.30 and 1.30-2.15
Recess and lunchtimes for 3-6 are 10.25-10.55 and 12.45- 1.25
Children are
There are 2 dismissal times and 4 dismissal exits. Refer to the following table :
picked up
EXIT 1 – Church
EXIT 2 – Drummartin St
from their exit
Surnames A-B at 3pm
Surnames C-E at 3pm
gate. Adults
N-P at 3.15
L-M at 3.15
are not to
enter the
EXIT 3 – Adelaide St
EXIT 4 – King Edward Ave
school.
Surnames I-K at 3pm
Q-S at 3.15

Surnames F-H at 3pm
T-Z at 3.15

•

She’s been with us for a
few weeks now but it’s the
first time we’ve had a
chance to officially
welcome Isabella Stacey
and her family to St
Theresa’s. Isabella is in
Prep S and has already
settled into school
beautifully and has made
many new friends. We’re
glad you’re here Isabella!
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
In an effort to be more environmentally friendly, we have decided
that there will no longer be paper copies of the school newsletter
going home on a Thursday. The newsletter will now be emailed to all
families and sent via the Skoolbag Ap. If you are not receiving our
newsletters, please check your email details with Sally in the office.

•

LAST CALL FOR ALL LIBRARY BOOKS TO BE RETURNED AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE. THERE ARE STILL MANY BOOKS MISSING. We intend to
allow the children to borrow from the Library in Term 3 and would
like the many outstanding books to be returned so that they can be
sanitised and ready for the children to enjoy.

•

This Friday is the FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART. All levels will hold a
Paraliturgy in their classrooms and the Preps and P/1s will be
celebrating with Fr Barry in the MPR. A reminder that every family
has been asked to donate some cans or packets of food for
Fr Barry’s Community Foodbank. Donation baskets have been placed
in the classrooms.

•

Semester 1 reports will be going home on Friday 31st July (Term 3
Week 3). Parent / Teacher interviews are scheduled for the
following Wednesday 5th August (Term 3 Week 4). More information
about this will be sent home closer to the time.
The SEL skill that we’re concentrating on this term has been around
the idea of ‘Taking Care Of Each Other’. The students have returned
to school with a heightened sense of their responsibility to look
after themselves but more importantly to look after others.

ENROLMENTS FOR CHILDREN COMMENCING SCHOOL IN 2021 ARE STILL OPEN
Check our 'Enrolment' page for more details on 2021 Prep Enrolment Procedures or
email office@stalbion.catholic.edu.au for an enrolment form or to be added to our mailing list for updates.
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the Prep Enrolment Information Night and our ‘See us in action’
Tours. We hope to reschedule them for later this year or provide an alternative.

Please read this invitation from Greg and the Leadership Team to join us for a Google Meet to
discuss your thoughts about the Remote Online Learning experience so that we can act on your
feedback and ideas.

Returning to school
anxiety free
CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT
By Michael Grose

by Michael Grose

Parent Meeting - Online Learning
17 June 2020
Dear Families,
We would like to take the opportunity to ‘chat’ with you regarding the recent Remote Online
Learning experience. Please join us (members of the Leadership Team) and Greg Woolford, our
Family-School Partnership Convenor, online for a 1-hour Google meeting to share your stories of
learning from the last 8 weeks of Remote Online Learning.
We will have guiding questions, which should make for wonderful conversations. It will be a great
opportunity for you to share some of your experiences and thoughts and also hear from other
parents.
As we can’t meet you in person we feel the safest way is via google meetings.
For the June 19th meeting you will find the Google Meet link on your email address you've given
school. Clicking on this link you can log into the meeting with your gmail address.
If you do not have a gmail address please create one to log in. This can be done before the
meeting-via the link we send to the email address you’ve given us.
For the June 24th meeting you will find the Google Meet link on your children’s gmail address. The
children can help you with this if required.
Meeting Times:
This Friday, June 19th at 9.30am

OR

Wednesday, June 24th at 7:00pm

We look forward to seeing you online for a rich conversation about all our experiences.
Yours Sincerely,
Rob Macklin
Principal
St Theresa’s Primary School
principal@stalbion.catholic.edu.au

There’s a rising trend of children watching adult content. Sex scenes, violence and inappropriate
language, once shown on television during an adults-only time, are becoming staple viewing for many
of today’s children.
In a recent poll of 1,800 US parents, 40% admitted allowing their children to watch movies that are
unsuitable for their age group. A recent discussion by this writer with parents suggests that the trends
are similar in Australia. Very few of the parents I spoke with referred to the classification
guidelines when choosing content for their children.
The increase in ‘adult-only’ animation is one factor that blurs the line of suitability for children. Adultonly genres such as Marvel movies and X Men franchise and television programs such as Game of
Thrones and The Walking Dead thanks to streaming now count children among their devotees.
Computer games, so popular with many children and young people, also cross the line of acceptability
in terms of behaviour and attitudes on display.
Can we become desensitised over time?
Viewing standards, like standards of acceptable behaviour, have subtly shifted over time. Sex scenes,
physical violence or violent language is now a common part of adult content, which has a desensitising
effect on parents. Desensitisation leads to acceptance and a higher level of exposure to children.
Does fitting in play a part?
Advertisers know that children’s pester power can play a significant role in the type of foods that go
into the shopping trolley, which influences how food is packaged and promoted. Pester power plays a
similar role in the choice of movies and television programs that we allow children to watch. “All the
other kids have seen this movie?” is the type of comment from a child that hits a nerve for many
parents, who rightfully want their child to fit in with their peers.
What are the risks?
There are many concerns about children being exposed to adult content in movies, television programs
and the computer games. Here’s a summary
Developmental risks
Exposure to content that requires complex adult interpretation can be deeply confusing and disturbing
to children. They often have difficulty discerning reality from what they are viewing on television so
that they can developed a warped world view. The impact may not be immediate, but will show itself
increasingly over time when children’s attitudes towards sex, their peers or authority reflect the onscreen content they’ve been viewing.

Impact on attitudes and behaviour
Children are like sponges soaking up what they see and hear. Viewing parent-sanctioned programs
that display disrespectful behaviour toward women, abuse of alcohol and drugs, and shows violence
as normal have a powerful impact on the attitudes and behaviour of children. Viewed often enough,
young minds can interpret these types of inappropriate behaviours as normal.
Impact on wellbeing
According to the Australian Council on Children and Media (ACCM) there is significant evidence that
exposure by children to adult movies and programs leads to the development of exaggerated fears;
causes loss of sleep and increases childhood anxiety. ACCM claims that “these fears are not
insignificant and can be long lasting.”
What can you do?
There are a number of actions you can take to ensure the content that children consume is
appropriate for their age level, including:
Follow classification guidelines
Become familiar with the Government classification guidelines for movies, television programs and
games. Understand what they mean and develop the habit of checking the classification rating of
each new piece of content that children will be watching or interacting with.
Find out
It’s easier than ever to find out for yourself the suitability of content for a child or young person.
Research methods include vetting a television program yourself for suitability; searching online for
views and opinions before allowing your child to watch a movie; reading reviews of online games to
ascertain suitability.
Talk with other parents
It’s easy to feel isolated as a parent, which makes you more susceptible to children’s pester power.
Just as children have a propensity to gang up on parents (“Everyone in my class is watching that
movie”), parents can gain the strength that comes with numbers when they talk with each other
(“I’ve just checked with some mums and no one is allowing their child to watch that movie”).
Many current community concerns about children such as the increase in anxiety levels,
disrespectful relationships and a propensity towards aggression is mirrored in the content many
children consume in movies, television and games. It would be folly to suggest that inappropriate
content consumption is the root cause of these maladies, however winding back the viewing habits
of children to reflect more closely their developmental levels would have a surprisingly positive
impact.

