St Theresa’s School
Albion

St Theresa’s

Be Safe,
Be Happy,
Be Caring,
Be Ready to
Learn at
home!

Newsletter, October 8th 2020 (Term 4 Week 1)
We are ready! Our school
needs some students!

Hello Everyone,
It’s wonderful to be able to say that we’re nearly there! Next week we will all be back at school again, not quite normal school
yet, but we’re getting there! During Term 4 we will be implementing our School COVID Safe Plan. This involves a Yr P-2
bubble and a Yr 3-6 bubble, running on different recess and lunch timetables to help with social distancing and unnecessary
movement of children. We will ensure that hygiene remains our top priority. At this stage no large gatherings can take place,
so assemblies, paraliturgies etc. will remain remote. Sadly, visitors and parents will not be able to come onto our school site
at this stage, so when the children arrive at 8.30, they will need to enter the school through one of the three gates and go
straight to their classrooms. If your child needs to be at school before 8.30am, they will need to be booked in to OSH Club. At
the end of the day dismissal will be staggered the same as last time: The dismissal timetable can be found on the next page.
Rest assured that when your children return to on-site learning next week, the staff will be committed and dedicated to their
social and emotional health. We will promote a sense of safety so that the students feel they are safe, and that those around
them are safe. We want the students to feel calm, relaxed, composed and grounded. It’s important that they have a sense of
belonging and connectedness so that they can re-establish their school friendships and relationships quickly. We will help
them to feel confident and believe that they can manage and do what is needed, and so can their school community. And
finally, we will instil hope, happiness and optimism so that students are ready to learn and believe things will work out well.

Here are a few Term 4 reminders :


St Theresa’s is a SunSmart School and wearing a school hat whilst outside is compulsory in Terms 1 & 4. Our rule is “No
hat means you sit in the shade”.



Children are expected to be in full school uniform (with a couple of weeks to transition from Winter uniform to Summer).
Black shoes (NOT runners) are part of the uniform. However, I have already been forewarned that many children have
grown out of their school shoes and of course are unable to purchase new ones….so allowances will be made. Same for
school uniform…there is more information about that later in the newsletter)



P-2 students and 3/4DA will have their Phys Ed classes on Wednesdays and will need to wear their sports uniform on
that day. All other year 3-6 students will need to wear their sports uniforms on Thursdays.



There will be NO LUNCH ORDERS during term 4



Students are required to bring their own named water bottles. We are not allowed to use the school bubblers.

DISMISSAL PROCEDURE for TERM 4
There will be two pick up times at the end of the school day. One at 3pm and the other at 3.15 p.m.
There will be a teacher at each gate and LSOs will be assigned to collect the younger students
from their classrooms and walk them to the correct exit point for the 3pm dismissal. Teachers can
accompany the 3.15 dismissal students.

Children are
picked up from
their exit gate.
Adults are
not to enter
the school.

At 3.00 p.m children whose surnames begin with the following initials will exit the school from the following exits:
Exit 1: Names A-B (through the church)
Exit 2: Names C -E (through the gate on Drummartin St.)
Exit 3: Names I-K (through the gate on Adelaide St.)
Exit 4: Names F-H (through the gate on King Edward Ave.)

At 3.15 p.m children whose surnames begin with the following initials will exit the school from the following exits:
Exit 1: Names N-P (through the church)
Exit 2 : Names L -M (through the gate on Drummartin St.)
Exit 3: Names Q -S (through the gate on Adelaide St.)
Exit 4: Names T-Z (through the gate on King Edward Ave.)

We ask that when picking up your child you wear a face mask and
socially distance from other parents.

SCHOOL UNIFORM NEWS FROM PSW
A message from the PSW Marketing Coordinator…. “As Melbourne continues to work through the longterm plan of a path out of restrictions, we are committed to continuing to provide convenient and safe
shopping solutions for our communities. We now have 2 options for ordering school uniforms :
Click and Collect or Delivery
Visit the website psw.com.au or call the Deer Park store on 9768 0342
SEL @ St Theresa’s …I’d like to make these 2 events available to our parent community. Both come
highly recommended

SCHOOLTV SPECIAL REPORT : Coronavirus – The Transition Back
Below is a link to a 10-minute presentation by Dr Michael Carr- Gregg where he gives advice to parents
regarding children transitioning back to school.
Unfortunately, the reality of Covid-19 is not quite over and there is still a considerable amount of
uncertainty. We have all experienced this event together and we are at various levels of transition and
adjustment across Australia and New Zealand. The circumstances of this situation have significantly
impacted students, parents and teachers alike.

Emotions during this time have varied. For some it has been an opportunity to reflect on what is
important, whilst others have embraced the opportunity to learn new things. One thing that has
remained constant - the need for good parenting and supportive teachers. Both of which offer young
people stability and familiarity, and are vitally important during this time of transition and adjustment.
Whilst many children may be excited at the prospect of lockdown restrictions being lifted, others may
feel mixed emotions. Each child’s reaction will differ depending on how well they cope with stress and
change. As we all adjust to new routines, it will be vitally important to keep a check on our young
people’s mental health and wellbeing. Encourage them to focus on the things they enjoy and value in
order for them to remain motivated and ensure their sense of belonging.

https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirus-transition-back
CATHOLIC SCHOOL PARENTS VICTORIA (CSPV) invite you to a free webinar entitled :
“The Power of Parent Engagement for Student Learning & Wellbeing” delivered by Anne Henderson.
Anne has over 40 years’ experience in researching and advocating for family and parent engagement in the US and is
best known for her book, 'Beyond the Bake Sale,' her role in the development of parent leadership and her current
role on the board of NAFSCE (National Association for Family and School Community Engagement). She works with
families, educators, community organizations, foundations, education agencies, and advocacy groups all over the
world, to improve student learning by engaging families and community resources in education.

Term 3 Class Awards (awarded at our on-line assembly last term)
Congratulations to the following students:
Class

Child

Reason for award

Prep
S

Lily Clarke

For the conscientious way she approaches all learning tasks.
Your enthusiasm is infectious!!
Congratulations Lily!

Prep
S

Noah Tran

For the fabulous way he has approached his writing tasks.
You have become quite an author and illustrator.
Congratulations!

P/ 1
CE

Adele Hummel For completing all set tasks and growing into being an
independent learner.

P/ 1
CE

Novak
Galovich

For showing creativity and imagination in his narrative
writing. You are a wonderful storyteller Novak, well done!

1/ 2 B

Victoria
Huynh

For being determined with her learning and consistently
giving 110%. Well done.

1/ 2 B

Owen
Frankish

For an excellent information report on clouds. Well done.

1 /2 K

Rainier Coello

For always asking for help on our Google Meets when unsure
of what to do.

1 /2 K

Katelyn
Browne

For the amazing improvement in her reading skills! What a
superstar reader you are!

3/4 F

Ivy Nelson

For the effort that she has put into Remote Learning 2.0.
Throughout this term Ivy has made a massive effort to read
my feedback and use it to make improvements to her work.

3/4 F

Lucas N

For showing creativity and imagination, particularly in his
gold rush character monologue and model building.

3/4 F

Ethan C

For his great effort in the Maths Warm Ups. From Mary

3/4
DA

William
Sidebottom

For completing work tasks really well and using Positive
Mindsets!!

3/4
DA

Maria Sala

For completing many remote learning tasks well!

3/4
TM

Baldeep Deol

For always putting his best effort into all of his work. Keep up
the great attitude!

3/4
TM

Amelia O’Neill

For trying her best with her learning and attending all of her
video calls. Well done!

5 /6 F

Gemma
Lehane

For her consistent motivation and commitment to completing
work to a high standard throughout remote learning!
Amazing!

5 /6 F

Ethan Ho

For his ability to refocus and renew his commitment to online
learning this term. Well done on your efforts Ethan!

5 /6 P

Benjamin
Flanaghan

For his dedication to learning and his 100% focus on
completing all tasks. You’re a gun!

5 /6 P

Ruby GallentiDi Ciero

For putting in a huge amount of effort, creativity and fun into
every online lesson. You dominated online learning! You are
an absolute star!

St Theresa’s Feast Day : Oct 1st
Our school will celebrate the Feast Day of St Therese of Lisieux next week when
the children return to school. Unfortunately, we are unable to gather together as
a school, so there will be an on-line paraliturgy next Friday 16th Oct at 9.15 and
the children will be reminded that St Therese is Doctor of the Catholic church,
which means that her life and writings are considered particularly important for
Catholics. She is also called the Little Flower of Jesus. She lived in France as a
nun, and died at 24 from tuberculosis. The St Therese way is about doing the
smallest actions with great love hence our school motto “Do Small Things Well”

Community News : Children’s Book Week Activities at Brimbank Libraries Oct 17th– 23rd.

Brimbank Libraries will be celebrating Children’s Book Week online this year and would like to
invite our students to participate. The library will be offering online workshops and activities
and a Curious Creatures Competition, with book prizes to be won. Please see the flyer below
and the Library website for details.

The 5/6 students are doing a unit on Prayer and were asked to write their own individual prayers. I’d
like to end this newsletter with a prayer written by Vicki, our 5/6 Learning Support Officer who wrote
this to model to students what could be done…. it’s a perfect prayer for this time.

Thank you God for giving me the courage
to remain strong in the face of adversity
through your guidance.
I am grateful that through these uncertain
and challenging times, my family have
remained healthy and strong and have
been able to love and support each other.

In this world we are all connected and as
time heals us, may we come to understand
the meaning of our challenges and
recognise the good that comes from them.
Thank you God, I know brighter days are
coming and hard times always leave us
stronger.
Amen

Enjoy the rest of the week everyone…see you on Monday!

CONTACTS
Principal : Robert Macklin. principal@stalbion.catholic.edu.au
School website : www.stalbion.catholic.edu.au
Phone number : 93119070

